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Keen to build partnerships
However the firm is also
building contacts in France
and Ireland, as well as more
recently in Wales. Cyaniris is
particularly keen to build
partnerships with like
organisations in the UK,
Domken says. ‘We are actively
seeking to cooperate with
similar consulting companies
in the UK, in order to help us in
tendering for larger pan-
European projects.’ 

➩ Philip Hunt 
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Proven on the market 
‘What is unusual about our
software is that it is not new
and unproven, but has been
developed, tested and in use
on the market for over nine
years,’ says Philippe Gregoire,
Orfival founder and member
of the management board.
‘And one of its key abilities is
that it allows us to define a
model to fit every
management process – top-
down, bottom-up or any
other.’ 

For the larger financial
investment firms, it is the
system’s performance
management abilities in fixed-
interest investments that are
so attractive. Orfival’s system
enables such firms to analyse
and see clearly which
investment decisions, made
by which investment
manager, have brought value
to a financial portfolio. These
abilities are especially
valuable in fixed-interest

instruments such as gilts and
corporate bonds, where
investments tend to be held
for longer periods. 

Building a market
presence 
Established in 1995, Orfival
has an established clientele in
Belgium (including Dexia and
Fortis) and is already building
a reputation in France, where
customers include the French
national bank Banque de
France. The company now
plans a strong marketing
campaign for the UK. 

‘The UK is particularly
important for us because it is
the second largest asset
management market in the
world,’ says Gregoire. ‘And
unlike the continental
European countries, UK
financial markets have
traditionally been biased
towards equities. But with
changing investment attitudes
and the growth of interest in
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Keeping the birds and bees happy 

Assessing human impact 
‘Basically, we assess the
impact of human activity on
the environment in a particular
area. We look at the birds,
bats and insects, as well as
the flora and various habitat
types upon which they
depend, because these are
good indicators of the quality
of the environment,’ says
director Dominique Domken.
‘Insects especially are excellent
indicators of habitat quality,
since they are very sensitive to
any environmental
degradation caused by
pollution or excessive use of
pesticides. Other mammals or
amphibians are surveyed too
where relevant.’ 

Much of the company’s work
involves assessing the
environmental impact prior to
major development works,
such as the construction of
wind turbine farms, new rail
lines and office or residential
developments. ‘We generally
work in cooperation with other
consulting companies that lack
the specialist environmental
knowledge that we can
provide. The ultimate client can
be regional or national
government or an EU-level
administration, as well as
private companies,’ says
Domken. 

These impact studies can vary
in duration from a few days to
a whole year. ‘In the field
survey we will check the
species and natural habitats

fixed-interest investments, we
believe that there is an
important niche opening up
for us in the UK market.’ 
To this end, the company is
launching a new UK
subsidiary, Orfival UK, in
Shipley in January 2006. And
if all goes well, Orfival’s 20-
strong core staff should soon
find themselves welcoming
further colleagues. 

➩ Philip Hunt 
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Making a mark in fixed-interest
investments 

Financial IT provider Orfival has some ambitious plans for expansion on European financial
markets. Its financial software offers certain key management abilities that are unique on the
market. And for its next phase of expansion, the company is specifically targeting the UK. 

Based close to Louvain-La-Neuve University, Orfival has developed a portfolio management
system for financial institutions that has some unique investment capabilities. While the
system offers global portfolio management and what is known as full ‘front-to-back’
processing facilities, it is the fixed-interest investment management abilities that are so
interesting to potential clients. Focusing on a niche aspect of investment management known
as ‘fixed income attribution’, the system offers a method of performance analysis and
management for fixed-interest securities that few competitors can match.
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present, and if any are
protected or endangered. We’ll
listen to songbirds, identify
animal tracks and check the
insects and flora, sometimes
back in the lab with the help of
microscopes. In the year-long
studies we’ll be carrying out
such surveys over all four
seasons of the year.’ 

Environmental risk assessment
is just one part of the business
however. Cyaniris also
develops management plans
and monitoring programmes
for protected natural habitats
(such as wildlife reserves or
Special Protection Areas) and
delivers teaching files on
nature and various wild
species. 

As a young company, Cyaniris
is probably best-known for its
work within Belgium. It has
carried out environmental
assessments for several wind-
turbine projects, a bio-diesel
plant and a new golf course
during 2005, and has also
been involved in preparations
for the new RER commuter rail
project around Brussels that is
due to come on stream within
the next 10 years. 

The business of Cyaniris Consulting is our habitat. This young environmental consulting company, based just
outside Brussels in Rosières, offers science-based consulting services that focus on fauna and flora, and the
habitat upon which we all depend. 

CrossoverCYANIRIS 

© By Cyaniris Consulting

© Cyaniris

© Orfival


